Introduction
For most of its history the International Union for Quaternary Research (INQUA) operated via a series of commissions, groups of scholars with interests in a particular aspect of Quaternary science. A long running commission was the Loess Commission, set up as a sub-commission of the Stratigraphy Commission in 1961 by Julius Fink of the University of Vienna, it became a full commission in 1969, and ran until 2003 and ended with the great reorganisation of INQUA along managerial lines.
Julius Fink was the first president of the Loess Commission, and he handed over to Marton Pecsi, of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences, at the 10 th INQUA Congress, * E-mail: ian.smalley@ntu.ac.uk held in Birmingham UK, in 1977 [1] . Up until 1977 the Loess Commission was essentially a Central European enterprise, but when Pecsi took over he initiated two new directions, the focus on stratigraphy was widened to include applied aspects of loess studies, and the geographical compass expanded to cover the entire world. So from 1977 world loess was to be studied, and, by chance, the world was rushing towards the Loess Commission. It was rushing in the person of Jim Bowler of the Australian National University( Figure 1 
Australia 1980
The first WPWG meeting, in S.E.Australia, was very like a Fink-led 1960s meeting of the original Loess Subcommission; a small group of scholars discussing and observing loess in an interesting part of the world. It brought an influential group of Chinese loess investigators to Australia and enabled Bowler to press for stronger links between China and Australasia, and the rest of the world. The participants were: [7] and Smalley [8] submitted reports to DSIR and these were published by Soil Bureau. (Milne should have submitted a report but he suffered from a notorious writers block and nothing was produced). The Soil Bureau Loess bibliography [3] was circulated at the symposium, and the papers presented appeared in a subsequent volume [9] . Loess Letters 1-5 all contained material relevant to this first WPWG meeting; the proceedings were published by Australian National University School of Pacific Studies [9] .
China 1985
The second WPWG meeting was a total contrast to the first; this was a large, international loess conference. Xian and Ansai, 400 km to the north. The route crossed the broad Wei River flood plain which is mantled by loess and dissected by a few small gullies. Northwards, the hill country is dominated by long, loess-covered ridges termed liang. Limestone quarries along the road gave a unique opportunity to observe how the liangs are related to the underlying bedrock. Smaller, loess-covered hills, known as mao, separate this area from the flat-topped loess plateau, termed yuan. Here the loess is about 100-200 m thick and is extensively cultivated with wheat and maize, a little cotton and tobacco. The most spectacular features of these yuans are the deep erosional gullies that dissect the plateau. In particular, near Luochuan, the gully is some 130 m deep and in the near-vertical cliffs a sequence of more than 15 palaeosols can be seen overlying the basal red clay. One site has been studied for about 30 years and the chronological sequence had been established primarily by palaeomagnetic measurements of a core nearby. 
New Zealand 1987
This was the third meeting of the WPWG, the wrap-up meeting for a successful working group. It was organised by Dennis Eden and Derek Milne of DSIR Soil Bureau and held 14-21 February 1987. The symposium involved a two-day conference and a six-day field trip encompassing the central part of New Zealand, led by Derek Milne. The field trip started at Christchurch in South Island where participants examined deposits somewhat similar to classical loess, though largely non-calcareous. The group then moved to North Island and examined deposits having a greater volcanic component and having vastly different morphologies. The field trip concentrated on the stratigraphy and chronology of the loess and highlighted the importance of tephras in dating and correlating the loess. Between 30 and 40 scientists participated in the two day programme at Palmerston North which dealt with all aspects of loess. Figure 4 shows the field trip route. A conference volume was produced [13] which contained the conference contributions. This volume was summarised in Loess Letter 21, and carefully reviewed by Derbyshire [14] . The Loess Letter timing was fortuitous, LL21 was the tenth anniversary issue, the WPWG project had been running for just ten years.
Commentary
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